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ANNOUNCER; 


T-H-E 


F-A-M-I-L-Y 


C-A^-T-E-E-^J 


*     -     "Oontinuati^  ^  Inspection"  ■ 

Wuen  you  go  to  the  grocery  store  for  your  day's  shopping, 
how  often  do  you  notice  what  it  says  on  the  labels  of  the 
foods  you  buy.    Do  you  know  what  G-rade  A  vnd.  Grade  B 
means  on  a  ^an  label?    Do  you  kno'w  what  eoTitinuous  in- 
spection" is?    Today,  Mr.     of 

the  War  Food  Administration  is  going  to  tell  us  what 
"continuous  inspection"  means,  and  something  about 
its  history. 


WFA; 


.55ie  phrase,  i  ."Packed  under  continuous  inffoection  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture"  is  a 
guarantee.    It  means  that  the  food  homemakers  buy  is 
inspected  and  graded  by  G-ovemment  Food  Inspectors. 
And  thereby  hangs  an  interesting  story,... 


ANNOUNCER:         A  story  about  the  War  "Fo'od  Administration's  Food 
V-    •;•        Inspection  Service.  *  ,a!iid  how  it  began. 


WFA: 


About  fifteen  years  ago,  many  farmers  didn't  have  the 
money  to  buy  seeds  for  tteu'exf  y'fe"ar»s  crop.  The 
packers  v/ahied  to  be  sure  that  they'd  have  enough  food 
coming  into  the  canneries  the  next  summer.    So  they 
borrowed  money  from  the  banks  to  help  their  farmer 


WFA:  custoners    buy  the  seed.  And,  as  collateral,  the 

continued 

canners  offered  the  banks  their  seasonal  packs. of  com 
;  .  or  tomatoes. .  .or  v.'hat  ever  they  canned.-  But -uhe- bankers 

weren*  t  sure  that  the  food  v;as  all  the  canners  claimed, 
-  -   And  "that  meant  that '  SCme  "'iJ7ipartiar'" trained  person  had  to 
decide  on  the  quality  of  the  food.    The  Department  of 
Agriculture  was  called  on  to  help,         ...  ; 

ANl^TOWCER:         And  that's  the  v/ay  processed  for  inspection  started. 

V/FA;.^  .  ..  Height n     Of  course,  cer.tain  definite  standards  for  the 

food  had  to  be  agreed  on  by  both  the  packers  and  "Ihe 
Government.  A.nd  since  that  time,  they  have  cooperated 
in  setting  up  standards  f  or -abojat  70  different  products., , 
canned,  dried,  and  frozen  foods,  ■ 

A^INOUNCER:         But  that,  early  inspection  wasnH -continouous  inspection 
..  .as  we  have  It  novj,  was  it?- 

»TFA:  No,,  .continuous  inspectiom  came  later.      In  1939,  to  be 

exact.,  one  of  the  packers  decided  it  v/ould  be  a  good  idea 
to  have  someone  on  the  inspecting  job  all  the  time... 
from  the  time  the  produce  arrived  at  the  cannery  until  it 
left  in  cans, ^^So  he  asked  for  an  .inspector  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  do  just  that. 

ANNOUNCER;     ,..  That  experiment  mus.t  >have  been . successful,  to  judge  by 
,  the  way  the  idea  has  caught  on,. 


It  was,  The  next  year,  five  other  plants 

asked  for  the  same  service, ..and  others  have  followed. 

Then  I  take  it,  it's  up  to  the  individual  canner  or 
other  food  producer  to  ask  for  the  service. 

Yes, , .although  the  Government  trains  the  inspectors,., 

■each  canner  requests  and  pays  for  the  service.    And  s© 
many  plants  have  requested  inspectors  that  the  G-ovemment 
can! t  supply  them  all. 

llr.   \vhat  does  an  inspector  do  v^hen  he  gets  into 

a  plant       what's  the  procedure? 

Before  I  tell  you  that,  I  want  to  qualify  that  "he".  You 
know,  a  great  many  of  the  Federal  Food  inspectors  are 
women.  ..and  they  do  a  great  job.    In  fact,  most  of  the 
inspectors  of  processed  fruits  are  women. 

All  right  then... what  does  she  do  when  she  goes  into  a 
plant? 

One  of  the  firs-t  jobs  of -an -inspector  is  to  make  sure 
that  sanitary'  conditions  in  the  plant  meet  the  Inspection 
Service's  requirements.. .which  are  high.    Certain  rooms 
must  be  screened  against  insects.    There  must  be  good 
lighting  over  tables  or  moving  belts  where  the  food  is 
.  Siorted.; :  All  ■  employees  must  ■'  wear  fresh  uniforms  ■  every 
day... and  women  enploy-ees  are  required  to  wear  hairnets. 
If  they  handle. the  food,  they  must  wear  rubber  gloves. 


What  does  the  inspector  do.  after  she's  determined  that 
the  plant  is  sanitary? 

She  collects  a  sample  of  the  food  being  processed  every 
hour.    Then  she  examines  that  food  in  the  canner* s 
laboratory.  If  it^s  orange  j"uice  she's  examining,  for 
efenple,  she  tests  it  for  its  sugar  and  acid  content. 
It  must  have  good  color,  like  freshly  squeezed  juice» 
Perfect  colo*r  scores  20  points.    If  the  juice  is  free  from 
all  defects  such  as  skin,  membrane,  seeds,  and  pulp, 
it  gets  40  points..  Flavor  counts  for  another  4f  points. 
Those  are  the  things  that  are  determined  by  an  inspector. 

And  if  it»s  fruit  or  vegetables  she's  testing,  I 
suppose  that  shape  and  size  count,  too,  as  well  as 
flavor  and  color. 

That's  right.    And  those  tests  aren't  guesswork  either. 
The  score  is  determined  by  using  accurate  tests  and 
instruments.    Of  course,  tasting  is  a  pretty  personal 
thing... but  the  flavor  is  also  determined  by  testing  for 
acid  and  sugar  content. 

That' s  vjhat  happens  to  the  food  as  it  is  being  packed. 
How  is  it  tested  after  it's  in  the.  cans? 

Ten  or  fifteen  days  after  the  food's  packed,  the 
inspector  selects  samples  at  random  through  the  warehouse 
or  storage  room.  She  gets  about  one  to  every  2000  cans 


stored  there.    Then  the  same  tests  as  before  are  run 

on  the  food,».with  one  other  in  addition, 

•  •  -  ■  '..;.»«' 

What' s  that?     .   v        ,  v  ■•  •   '     '  ^ 

That-^'s  the  test  that's  concerned  vjith  the  keeping  q.ualities 
of  the  food,  .  Canned,  goods  for  ifiilitary  use  must  be 
certain  tp  keep  no  matter  where  they  go  or  hovj  rough 
the  transportation  is.^  ^' 

And  on  the  basis  of  the  score  the  food  makes  during 
and  after  packing,  the  G-rade  is  determined. 

.That' 3' how  it  goes,    If  the  food  scores  high, ., .above  a 
certain "standard  score,,, then  the  Grade  is  A.., a  certain 
number  of  points  below  that  is  B,,,and  so  forth, 

I  imagine  quite  a  few  plants  used  "continuous  inspection" 
■  tor  the-  first  time  when  they  packed  food  for  the  Army, 

■'"Slat's  true.    But  many.canners  find  the  service  has  so 
many  advantages  that  they  plan  to  keep  requesting  it 
after  the  war, 

Does  the  'Quartermaster  Corps  buy  the  food  by  G-rade? 

Why  yes.    Like  any  homemaker,  that  Inspected  and  Graded 
Seal  makes  a  difference  to  the  Army,     If  they  w-ant  food 
that  has  to  be  perfectly  shaped,  sized,  and  colored,  then 
they  buy  the  Grade  A,  But  sometimes  Grade  B  or  c  s.re  just 
as  good  for  the  purpose., .and  less  expensive.    They  aren't 


WFA: 
continued 


as  perfect  in  appearance, . .and  maybe  they're  la  trifle 
less' tender.    But  they're  delicious  and  just  as  high 
in  food  value  as  the  A  Grades,  t  ■  .  - 


ANNOIJNCER:  .1  know  that  alL  food  for  the-  Armed  Services  ...and  for 
lend-lease  is  .packed  under  continous  inspection.  But 
is  all  civilian  food?.  ■    -  ■ 


No,  not  all,  'But  some  of  it  is.    Sometimes  the  can  of 
food  .will  carry  just  the  grade, ..but  no  seal  that  says 
"U.S. ,, .Continuous  inspection".    That  means  the  food  has 
been  graded  according  to  specif  ications, ,  .but  it  hasnH 
been  Governraent-inspected  all  along  the  line. 


AI^INOUNCSR: 
t 


It  seems  to  me  that  homemakers  can  be  sure  of  getting 

good  food,  and  sanitary  food,  vjhen  it  carries  that  "Continous 

Inspection"  sign.     Thank  you,  J/Ir.     

of  the  ;7ar  Food  Administration  for  telling  us  the 
interesting  facts  about  the  l]&r  Food  Administration's 
Food  Inspection  Service^ 
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"Plan  To  Plan" 

ANNOUNCER:         We're  well  into  a  new  year  now,  ..one  that  brings  the 
same  problems  as  the  wartime  years  behind  us*    One  of 
the  major  problems  is  feeding  a  huge  nation  geared  to 

wartime  activities,    Mr,      of  the 

War  Pood  Administration,  is  here  today  to  tell  us  something 
of  the  difficulties  involved  in  keeping  this  a  healthy, 
well-fed  country. , .and  of  our  part  in  doing  that, 

WPA:  Since  this  country  went  to  war,  farmers  and  food  producers 

have  cooperated  100  percent.    They  have  made  production 
records, , .and  broken  them,  season  after  season.    We  remain 
the  best-fed  nation  at  war.    But  all  this  is  not  accomplished 
without  great  effort-,  and  constant  balancing  of  food 
supplies. 

ANNOU'JCSR:         And  that  balancing  is  necessary  because  of  seasonal 
changes  in  food  pro duct iop. 

WAt  Yes,  there  are  many  factors  involved  in  feeding  this 

country  successfully. , .such  as  weather, . .always  the  unknown 
quantity  in  each  season's  cropi*.and  our  ever-increasing 
military  needs.    This  means  that  sometimes  there  may 
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VJFA: 
continued 


be  shortages  of  some  foods  for  civilians,,. So  it* s  up 

to  us  to  help  in  every  way  possible  to  inake  food  supplies 

balance,,, so  that  every  consumer  gets  his  fair  share,,. 


iOTOUNCER: 


How  does    that  apply  to  this  year's  food  supply? 


In  order  to  answer  that,  I'd  like  to  tell  you  briefly 
about  prospective  supplies  of  food  for  this  year.  In 
general j  food  supplies  are  expected  to  be  a  little  lower 
than  last  year,    that's  still  a  pretty  good  record,, , because 
the  average  civilian  is  eating  far  more  food  now  than  he 
did  before  the  war.    But  some  items    will  be  scarcer.,, 
and  that  means  that  civilian  consumers  must  help  to 
keep  supplies  evenly  distributed. 


ANNOUNCER; 


For  example , , • . , ? 


WFA: 


For  example,, .butter,    Tnere  will  probably  be  less  butter 
this  year  than  last.    Right  now,  during  February,  there 
is  a  20fo  set-aside  for  military  use... and  next  month  25f* 
will  be  set-aside. 


ANNOUNCER;         Doesn't  this  butter  set-aside  come  a  little  earlier  than 
usual? 


WFA; 


Yes,    Last  year,  no  butter  was  set  aside  for  war  uses  until 
April.,, two  months    later  than  this  set-aside.    And  that 
indicates  that  civilians  can  expect  less  of  the  butter 
produced. 
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MNOUNCER: 


So  that's  one  food  that  proves  your  point. 


Another  one  is  chicken*  Homemkers  in  this  Region  have  been 
finding  chicken  very  scarce.    That's  because  all  of  the 
chicken  from  several  large  producing  areas  has  been  set-aside 
for  the  use  of  the  Armed  Forces*    And  very  recently,  the 
Vto  Food  Administration  issued  an  order  setting  aside 
100  percent  of  the  canned  chicken  and  turkey  made  after 
February  14th, for  use  in  hospitals,  army  field  rations, 
and  for  shipment  overseas. 


ANNOUNCER:         And  that's  another  example  of  a  food  civilians  won't  be 
getting. 


WA: 


That's  right.    And  potatoes  are  on  that  list,  too  for  a 
short  period.    The  Armed  Forces  need  more  good  quality 
potatoes.    So  the  order  setting  aside  potatoes  from  some 
parts  of  Oregon  and  California  and  all  of  Idaho,  has  just 
been  extended  to  the  largest  potato-producing  county  in  Maine, 


ANNOUITCER:  V^ith  those  three  foods  going  on  the  "Scarce"  side  of  the 
ledger,  homemak'ers  are  going  to  find  meal  planning  rather 
difficult. 


WFA: 


Well , 


that^s  where  balancing  of  food  supplies 


comes  in.  Part  of  it  is  adapting  food  tastes  to  meet 
current  supplies.  And  another  way  is  to  grow  Victory 
Gardens, . .and  to  preserve  food  at  home. 
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Victory  Gardens?    I  didnH  know  that  there  was  a  need  for 
them  any  more. 

That's  a  mistaken  impression,   •    Victory  Gardens 

are  more  important  than  ever  this  year.    Last  year 
Americans  grew  food  in  l8  million  300  thousand  gardens. 
About  half  of  the  canned  vegetables  available  to  civilians 
...and  more  than  half  of  the  canned  fruits,  were  put  up 
at  home. 

That  sounds  like  some  kind  of  a  record  to  me. 

It  is.,,a  fine  record.    But  like  any  other  record,  it  can 

be  bettered.    And  it  should  be,  this  year,  if  we're 

to  have  enough  food  here  at  home,  after  we've  supplied  our 

armed  forces,  and  helped  supply  our  allies  and  the  liberated 

countries. 

Isn't  this  a  little  early  to  be  talking  about  Victory 
Gardening,    I  hadn't  thought  of  starting  mine  for  some  time 
yet. 

Victory  Gardeners  should  begin  to  plan  right  now  for  this 
year's  gardens.    Deliveries  will  probably  be  slow  this 
year.    So  you  should  begin  right  now  to  collect  your 
garden  supplies. 

Will  most  supplies  be  available? 
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Yes.    There  will  be  plenty  of  fertilizer,  and  insecticides 
are  being  made  in  about  the  same  amounts  as  last  year« 
But  in  order  to  be  sure  you  get  those  supplies .you  should 
order  them  early. 


AUNOUNCER:         What  do  the  Victory  Garden  experts  say  about  getting 
pyrethrum? 


You  probably  won't  be  able  to  get  any,,.but  you  can  get 
rotenone  to  use  in  its  place. 


lhank  you  for  those  Victory  Garden  tips,  Mr, 


I'm  sure  our  listeners  will  find  them  as  useful  as  I  do« 


I  hope  so,,, because  Victory  Gardens  are  vital  td  the  war 
effort.    In  the  words  of  War  Food  Administrator  Marvin  Jones, 
"Our  food  problem  is  more  acute  now  than  it  has  been 
before, , .because  the  needs  of  the  Armed  Forces  are  greater 
this  year,    T  hey're  bound  to  be  greater  with  this  nation 
engaged  in  full  scale  war  in  Europe  and  the  Pacific."  We 
here  at  home  can  help  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  needs 
for  food,  by  growing  Victory  Gardens,  and  by  preserving 
food  for  home  use,  both  from  our  own  gardens  and  from 
fresh  market  supplies. 


ANNOUNCER: 


Thank  you  Mr, 


of  the  War  Food  Administ- 


ration for  your  useful  information  about  Victory  Gardening, 
and  its  importantce  to  our  national  food  supply. 
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AI1ITOTJI3CER5 


PrssQnting  Perrdly  Cant«en«*-ti?i>9ly  food  topics  cf  interest 
to  the  consumer*    Each  week  Station  ^  in  coopers^ 

tion '^dth  the  U*  S.  Department  of  Agrioulture  brings  you 
news  of  what  is  happening  on  the  food  front.    Today  wo 

hav9  with  us    _  of  the  USDA^s 

Production  and  Marketing  Adniinistration*    Last  week 
President  Trumar  issued  a  nino=point  food^saving  program 
to  help  feed  our  starving  allies  in  war-devasted  countries <» 
Kr©                      is  going  to  tell  us  about  the  food  levels 
in  son©  of  those  countries  and  hov;/  tliey  compare  to  the 
share  of  food  we  enjoy  here  in  AyTsriea^    As  part  of  the 
President's  fooc-saving  program,  the  USDA  has  required 
soma  of  our  Federallyinspected  pork  supplies  to  be  set 
aside  as  thay  v/ere  during  the  war*  >!r«  


will  tell  about  the  set^-aside  and  hofsi-  it  vdll  effect  our 
pork  supplies*    Starting  with  the  topic  of  the  day^^  and 
one  of  thg  Tnost  important  subjects  of  the  hour^  what  is 
the  overall  world  food  picture,   ^^^^^  ? 

On  a  per  capita  basis  world  food  production  for  1945  is 
12  percent  belca  the  prewar  level.    Of  course,  unfortunately, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  amounts  of  food 
that  people  throughout  the  world  eat* •••even  in  normal  tineso 

Does  income  play  an  important  role  in  governing  hc«r  much  we 
eat? 


It  is  one  of  tho  prim©  factorso    That  is  why  duilng  the 
war  our  governmsnt  set  price  oQilin^s  and  enforced 
rationiag««*«to  maka  sure  that  in  this  country  scarce 
foods  ware  not  sold  to  the  hi  ghost  bidder  a    TliesQ  two 
protootions  -  ooilin^^s  and  rcj-tionlng  -  Insvirod  equitable 
distribution  of  food  at  f&ir  prices*    Today  our  allies 
in  liberated  areas  still  have  rationing,  but  th«3re  is 
little  food  to  be  had  for  their  ration  stamps « 


Just  for  the  rocord^  did  rationing  cause  our  national 
diet  to  decrease  during  tba  war  years? 


Oil  the  contrary*    Last  ysar  we  had  a  higher  a-^erage 
ci -Lilian  diet  than  at  any  other  timso    This  was  dia® 
partly  to  the  fact  that  more  people  had  money  to  spend 
for  food,  and  partly  tQ  the  faot  that  we,  as  a  nation^ 
are  becoming  mors  nutrition  conseious»    And  of  course^ 
production  was  at  a  high  levels,  tooo 


Wiat  is  our  a^arage  daily  intake  in  terms  of  calories^ 


1/Y@«ve  been  consuraing  about  3^300  calories  a  porson  each 

day© 


And  how  does  that  coii^are  to  the  current  diets  of  other 
people  throughout  the  world? 


Levels  vary  in  different  countrics»*dependiag  on  domestio 
food  production  and  haw  they  were  affected  by  the  m^ar© 
Right  noWjp  coutitriss  facing  severe  food  shortages  are  one 
of  two  general  types*    Either  they  usually  import  a  good 


(Conto) 


portion  of  their  food  or  war  has  disrupted  their  food 
distribution  systems e    Though  largar-^than^usual  amoimts 
of  food  are  row  going  to  deficit  food  producting  areas^ 
there  still  remains  v/ide  variation  in  the  quantities 
of  food  available  for  consumption  in  the  different 
oountjries* 


Hoar  long  do  you  think  this  situation  will  lest? 

Food  shorta£;6S  aro  likely  to  be  most  seriously  felt 
during  the  first  half  of  this  year  or  until  the  harvest o 
In  many  countries  rations  are  no\'?  near  starvation  levels© 


V<hich  countries  are  taost  critically  affected  by  lae^ 
of  food? 


AJINOUIJCERi 


.A!;!JOUXERl 


Italyj,  Finland^  Austria,  German Spain  and  part  of 
Poland p  Hungary^  Yuogoslavie  and  Rumania  are  now  recsi-Ting 
only  about  two-thlrds  of  their  prewar  intake  per  person^ 
l^lnutrition^  hunger  and  starvation  are  apparent  and 
may  become  more  ac^©  before  the  harvest* 

Ecrn  are  people  in  other  European  nations  faring? 

The  rest  are  subsisting  on  only  a  tolerable  standards 
Between  ZplQC  and  Z^WQ  calories  a  day  are  all  that 
people  reoeiTe  in  Gr&eQe^  FrancQp  Chechoslovakia^  Switser« 
land,  llorway,  Netlxerlends,  Luxembourg  and  Belgium*  Even 
these  countries  are  faced  with  a  reduced  diet  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year* 

Aren^t  there  any  continental  countries  in  which  diets  are 
near  prewar  levels? 


aaiy  tvJOoee  odSweden  and  Denraark* 
But  Daniaaife  was  under  the  heel  of  the  Naais  li- 
vely trueo    The  Garmans^ however ,  took  great  interest  in 
Danish  agricul^ureo    ISiey  nuturc-'d  it  so  that  they  could 
supply  their  o^m  larders  with  those  Banish  dairy  products 
known  the  v/orld  over« 

On  the  average  5  how  does  continental  European  food  pro«= 
duction  for  194^  compare  to  prewar  levels? 

Production  for  the  1945=»46  season  is  25  p^cent  beloi'^ 
pre?/ar  avorageiSa    This  m,s  due  chiefly  to  dis^ptioa  by 
war  and  to  the  severe  drou^t  in  the  Mediterranean  area 
extending  through  southern  and  southeastern  ^lope  and 
Berth  Africa* 


Tjhat  is  the  food  production  situation  in  other  parts  of  the 
vjorld? 


(ferowing  conditions  in  several  countries  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  and  drought  in  sections  of  X^tin  America  seriously 
affected  food  i^roduction*    Australia^  too^  was  hit  by  sx=-^ 
t^siva  drough^is  in  1944c=45^  but  production  if3  partially 
recovering  the:?e,    :i!any  areas  of  the  Far  sast  have  experienced 
large  declines  in  food  production e    surplus  rice  producing 
areas  in  southf^astam  Asia  produced  little  if  any  above 
their  domestic  needs «    The  shortage  of  rice  for  export  makes 
the  food  situation  in  these  areas  most  critical  as  they 
no33aally  depend  on  imports  for  part  of  their  food  supply. 


V.'hat  is  the  food  situation  in  Japan? 

Lack  of  fertilizer  and  labor ^  coupled  vdth  bad  vjoather 
have  reduced  the  Japanese  rice  crop  by  about  one-' fourth 
and  a  drop  in  edible  fish  supplies  adds  to  their  plights 

Is  China  inc3,ud9d  in  the  rice  producing  ooimt^ies  badly 
hit? 

!rhe  Chinese  areas  foriaerly  occupied  by^apan  produced 
about  as  aiuch  food  as  they  did  in  pre-war  years©    The  same 
holds  true  for  India©    On  the  other  hand^  food  production 
in  unoccupied  areas  of  China  was  spotted  because  of 
droughts  and  in  Manciiuria  and  Foriaosa  p2?oduction  was  re^ 
duced  because  of  the  war, 

Yiell  that  gives  us  a  very  good  idea  of  i^at  the 
food  situation  is  around  the  world©   Nov?  coiniiig 
back  homeg,  just  what  does  the  pork  and  lard 
set^aside  involve? 


(MORF.) 


As  ^ou  icnoWj  cLuriug  tho  war  a  great  maay  foods  viQve  ujKler  ailoo<atioji 
for  th©  amed  forces    olvlliaxi  trads  chiixmels  and  Taricus  other 
oi?/^l0ts<^*suoli  as  Iead«=:*Xeas«i  and  export*    To  assure  the  goveraniQnt 
r.f  its  share  of  those  ooamodities,  goverimeat  s©t«^sid©s  were  enfcroeda 
With  the  ejQd  of  the  war  in  Japan^  most  of  the  s©t«QSidos  were  revoked  ^ 
as  Uaole  Sam  cc?uld  prccure  on  the  open  market  all  tho  coismociities 
needed •  haveverg  to  help  fuifili  allocations  o^  meat  and  lard 

for  ^port  in  the  first  quexter  of  the  yeaTg  the  pork  set^-asid© 
has  been  reinstated©    For  the  sairtQ  reason ,  the  lard  set«-asld©  has 
been  Incfesssd  and  estendec^  tc  additional  states  not  previously 
affeeted.    Effective  ^ehruj^ry  10  ^  7i  percent  of  all  pork  products 
produeed  in  F©derally«»iflspected  packing  houses  vdll  be  8et«aside» 
On  the  same  dagr^  the  set~a£ide  will  be  increased  from  3g  to  5 
percent  for  all  lard  produced  by  Federally^lnspected  packers « 

Will  the  lard  set^side  be  effective  in  all  states? 

Kb»    Klevea  states  are  exmpted  because  the^  produce  only  enou^ 
lard  for  thei^  ovm  needs*    These  states  are  Atlanta ^  Georgia ^ 
Kentucky 9  Florida »  hmisi^M^  Mississippi  ^  Dferth  and  South 
Cgrolinae  Tennessee^  Virgii^da  and  Vyest  Virginia, 

Will  the  set«asid@  affect  civilian  supplies? 

A  7i  per  cent  set^side  is  msll  vjhen  we  compare  it  ta  the  totsjl 
pork  set^side  of  last  sumn:er  which  was  21  percent©    'Ihen  too^ 
this  is  the  p©al:C  of  tiie  hog,  laarketing  seasoSj,  eo  all  in  all^  vj© 
should  not  feel  it«> 

Well,  I  am  sure  that  If  vje  viyre  to  feel  a  pinch ^  all  7je»d  have  ijo 
do  is  to  think  of  our  allies  in  continental  iSnrope  \?h3re  rations 
are  near  the  starvation  level. 


B'lA:  •  You^re  riglitj  _^^^__^^^_^_j>    "iSie  United  states  is  obb  of  th© 

best  fed  jjations  in  -^he  vi'orM© 

BiiiOTMJSRs  ilJell  thaak  you  to:?  coming  over  this  morning^  Mrp  ^^^^  ^  

£3jad  f^T  givlDg  us  a  g:-i2apse  into  the  food  situatioa  in  other 
pe,3?ts  of  the  world,    1  am  sure  it  viill  help  us  all  uadQrstaM 
just  hm  badly  off  our  frisads  throughout  the  world  are*. 

You  have  Just  been  liBtening  t©   .^^..^   ^^^^^^  ^  

of  the  USDA*s  Production  and  Marketing  Administration© 
Listen  again  next  week  for  another  edition  of  Eaaiily  Canteen, 
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"l;Var    Foods  To  You" 


ANNOUNCER: 


WA: 


If  you  bought  from  five  to  eight  million  dollars  worth 
of  food  every  day,  you'd  think  you  were  a  pretty  good 
manager  if  less  than  one-fiftieth  of  one  percent  spoiled, 
That's  an    amazingly  lov/  amount  of  spoilage  for  a  lot  of 
food,    A.nd  those  are  the  actual  figures  of  the  War  Food 
Administration's  food  stocks.  Mr. 


ANN0I3NCER: 


of  the  VJar  Food  Administration  is  going  to  tell  us  more 
about  those  food  stocks  today. ,  .VJhat  happens  to  them  once 
they're  bought. o .why  it's  possible  to  release  them  for 
civilian  use... and  vjhy  so  little  of  the  food  spoils. 

When  the  VJar  Food  Administration  buys  food  for  military 
purposes,  for  our  allies  and  the  liberated  countries,  no 
more  than  necessary  is  bought.    But  sometimes  it's  a  little 
difficult  to  estimate  how  much  will  be  needed, ..and  small 
surpluses  develop. 

Then  the  food  that's  purchased  isn't  used  up  right  away? 


WF/ 


Sometimes  it  is.    But  if  not,  then  it  must  be  "turned  over" 
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AI3N0UNCSR:         You  don*  t  mean  that  sonebody  goes  tiirough  all  that  food 
and  turns  it  over? 


Not  at  all,,, it's  nore  like  what  a  homenaker  does  vjhen  she's 
got  canned  goods  on  her  shelf.      She  naturally  looks  it 
over,.. and  uses  up  the  old  stock  first.    And  that  is  what 
"turnover"  means  in  relation  to  the  foods  the  Government 
bu^J-s,    'Pney  don't  keep  food  on  the  shelves  too  long,,, they 
keep  it  moving, 

vJhat's  done  with  that  food,  Mr,   ? 


It  goes  to  take  care  of  the  military  and  other  needs  for 
vjhich  it  was  bought,,. and  any  surplus  after  those  needs  are 
filled  is  sold  back  for  civilian  use,    Sometiip.es  it's  re- 
leased because  it  can't  be  shipped  for  an  indefinite  length 
of  time.    So  it  goes  into  civilian  food  channels,  and  the 
War  Food  Administration  replaces  it  with  new  food  stocks. 


AMOUNCER:         Then  some  of  the  food  homemakers  buy  in  stores  is  that 
government -released  stock? 


:JFA: 


Yos.,,but  it's  no  different  from  the  grocer's  regular 
stock.    It  looks  exactly  the  same, except  sometimes,  the 
cans  may  be  finished  with  dull  camouflage  paint,  so 
they  vjon' t  shine.    Then  you  can  tell  they  were  made  for 
the  Ariny, 
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ANNOUNCER;         "Turnover"  isn't  the  only  reason  that  Govern.iient  food 
stocks  are  released,  is  it? 

!(VTA:  No.,, there  are  others.    For  instance,  last  fall  sone 

grocers  my  have  had  large  stocks  of  canned  pork  and  beans. 
Those  cans    were  undamaged,  perfectly  good  ones  which  were 
salvaged  from  a  hurricane-injured  lot,  which  were  stored 
on  the  East  Coast.    The  cases  were  badly  knocked  around.,, 
so  they  couldn't  be  shipped.    But  they  v;ere  carefully  inspected 
and  the  perfect  cans  released. 

ANNOIITCER:         How  does  that  food  get  back  into  civilian  channels  once 
it  is  released? 


VJell .first  the  food  stocks    are  checked  at  regular 
periods  to  see  whether  they're  in  good  condition.  Then^ 
if  there's  more  of  some  food  than  can  be  used  up  right  a/^ay, 
it's  offered  for  sale. 


ANNOUNCER: 


Whom  is  it  offered  to? 


Eood  processors, , .and  usually,  it's  sold  back  to  the  same 
processor  the  War  Food  Administration  bought  it  from. 


iiNNOUNCER:         So  it  gets  to  civilians  the  same  way  it  would  have  in  the 
first  placel  - 


WFA: 


That's  right.  And  it's  the  same  food  as  though  it  came 
straight  from  the  processor.  It's  carefully  inspected,, 
and  in  good  condition. 


r 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SURPLUS  MARKETING  ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


FOOD  STAMP  PLAN 

SURPLUS  COMMODITIES  BULLETIM 


FOR  POSTING  IN  RETAIL  FOOD  STORES 

16—16418 


ANNOUNCER; 


mk'. 


i^^OUNCER 


And  is  that  why  that  food  isn't  sold  to  civilians  at 
reduced  prices? 

There's  more  to  it  than  that.    That  food  isn't  sold  at 
bargain  prices  because  it  would  upset  normal  trading. 

I  see  in  this  case,  the  War  Food  Administration 

acts  just  like  a  business, . o^nd  sells  the  food  at  ceiling 
prices. 

That's  right.    And  furthermore,  the  War  Food  Administration 
doesn't  release  large  amounts  of  any  food  until  there's 
a  demand  for  it. 


ANNOUNCER:         So  in  order  to  help  prevent  a  post-war  slump  and  a  con- 
sequent depression,  the  YJar  Food  Administration'  buying 
only  as  much  food  as  necessary, , .and  releasing  it  to 
civilians  if  any  surplus  develops » 

vOA:  Another  factor  which  will  help  to  prevent  that  sort  of 

depression  is  that  we  probably  won't  have  as  much  of  a  food 
surplus  at  the  end  of  the  war.    One  reason  is  that  the 
European  countries  will  need  more  relief  feeding. 

ANNOUNCER:         And  price  control  should  certainly  be  a  big  factor,  too, 

WA:  Yes,,, that's  one  thing  we  didn't  have  in  1918, 
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Altogether,  it  seems  as  though  the  War  Food  Administration's 
disposal  of  food  stocks  helps    to  balance  the  national 
supply. 

That's  so.    And  speaking    of  our  national  food  supply. •. 
and  how  it  matches  the  demand. , .here' s  vjhat  War  Food  Ad** 
ministrator  Marvin  Jones  had  to  say  recently.    Our  food 
problem  is  more  acute  no^J  than  it  has  been  before.., be- 
cause the  needs  of  our  armed  forces  are  greater  this  year. 
They're  bound    to  be  greater  with  this  nation  engaged  in 
full-rscale  wars  in  Europe  and  the  Pacific. 


ANNOUNCER:         What  does  Judge  Jones  suggest  that  civiians  do  to  help 
that  situation? 


V^FA: 


He  feels  that  we  here  at  home  can  help  to  meet  the  ever« 
increasing  needs  for  food  by  growing  Victory  Gardens,  and 
by  preserving  food  for  home  use.,, both  from  our  ovjn 
gardens  and  from  fresh  market    supplies.    The  record 
established  by  last  year's  l8  million  300  thousand  Victory 
Gardens  is  indication  enough  that  everyone  should  continue 
to  do  a  good  gardening  and  home  preservation  job. 


ANNOUNCER:         With  the  War  Food  Administration,  and  farmers .Victory 
gardeners  and  home  canners  cooperating,  this  should 
certainly  continue  to  be  the  best-fed  nation  at  war. 
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VJFA:  And  here  are  a  fev:  points  to  remember.  ♦  .First ,  the  V/ar 

Food  Administration  buys  only  as  much  food  as  necessary. 
If  sijrpluses  do  arise,  that    food  is  released  to  civilians 
by  means  of  selling  it  back  to  processors  and  other  trade 
charjiels.    The  food  is  carefully  inspected  at  regular 
intervrls.    And  v^hen  it  is  released,  it»s  sold  at  ceiling 
prices.,, not  dumped  on  the  market  all  at  once.    This  helps 
to  prevent  slumps  of  the  sort  that  follovied  the  last  vmr, 
Hiis  periodic  turnover  and  release  of  Government  food 
stocks  helps  to  balance  the  national  food    ^pply...and  to 
make  Food  Fight  For  Freedom. 

riKNOUITCSR:  Tliank  you,  Mr.  ____   of  the  Vlar  Food 

Adm.lnistration  for  telling  us  these  interesting  facts 
about  the  release  of  Government  purchased  food  stocks. 
And  once  again,  listeners. , .remember  that  Victory 
gardening  and  home  canning  are  essential  if  we  are  to 
keep  this  the  best-fed  nation  at  war. 
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Wartime  has  brought  a  lot  of  food  problems .and  it« s 
difficult  for  hornemakers  to  plan  meals  that  are  attractive, 
nutritious, . .and  varied.    One  of  the  conditions  that  has 
made  cooking  and  baking  hard  to  plan  is  the  scarcity  of 
some  food  flavorings.    Probably  at  some  time  or  other 
you've  had  occasion  to  wonder. . ."Vvhy  can't  I  get  lemon 

flavoring?"    Or,.."7i'hy  is  vanilla  scarce?"  Mr,   

  of  the  VJar  Food  Administration  is  going  to 


tell  us  about  some  of  the  main  food  flavorings  today,., 
where  they  come  from,,, why  they're  scarce,  and  whether  we 
can  expect  more  of  them. 


To  begin  with, 


,  let's  talk  about  one  of  the 


flavorings  you  just  mentioned. Lemon.    It's  a  sort  of 
national  favorite.    And  supplies  have  been  very  small 
lately.    VJ^l,  there's  a  very  good  reason  for  that,,, and  it 
all  has  to  do  with  water. 


ANNOUNCER: 


Water?    Surely  there's  more  in  lemon  flavoring  than  that? 

Now  Mr*   __>  you're  not  going  to  tell  us  that 

there's  a  shortage  of  H20,  are  you? 
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No,  nothing  like  that.    Let  me  explain.    In  the  early  days 
of  the  \var,  drinking  v;ater  was  something  of  a  problem  for 
the  Armed  Forces. • .especially  in  the  Pacific. . .and  in  other 
places  where  fighting  men  had  to  work  in  the  heat.  There 
was  a  very  good  chance  that  if  a  man  drank  from  any  old 
pool  he*d  get  typhoid  or  some  other  disease. 


AInINOUNCEH;         Yes... but  there^s  some  kind  of  disinfectant  the  Armed 
Forces  use  for  that  purpose,  isn»t  there? 


WFAi 


Yes... an  excellent  disinfectant. , .it  disinfects  fine... 
but  it  -^vasn^t  designed  for  a  beverage. .  .so  it  doesn't 
taste  very  good. 


ANNOUMCSR:         Ohhhh,,,.I»m  beginning  to  understand.    You  mean  then 
men  carried  the  disinfectant. , .but  they  didn't  use  it 

because  it  gave  the  water  a  bad  flavor. 


VJFA: 


That  was  exactly  the  situation.    Obviously,  something  had 
to  be  done  so  that  the  men  could  drink  the  water  without 
danger  of  disease. , .and  so  that  the  water  would  be  more 
palatable. 


AHNOUI^ICER; 


Q,uite  c  problem. .  .What  was  the  answer? 


\''JFA: 

A]S2T0UNCER: 


Lemonade, 


Oh  now,  Mr, 


...you're  not  going  to  tell  me 


that  those  men  in  the  pacific  were  given  lemonade  to 
carry  vjith  them? 
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No,  something  much  more  compact  than  that>    Just  a  small 
packet  of  dried  lemonade.    The  lemon  flavor  drovms  the 
taste  of  the  disinfectant .and  the  lemonade  contains  lemon 
juice  powder,  Vitanin  C,  citric  acid,  sugar,  and  lemon  oil. 

So  they  get  healthful  sugar  with  every  drink  of  water.,^. 

yes...  and  Vitamin  G,  which  helps  prevent  scurvy,-,  .and 
citric  acid,  vjhich  is  healthful,  too. 

An  excellent  ideal 

Yes,  it  really  is/    But  of  course,  that^s  where  most  of 
our  lemon  oil  is  going, e»not  only  to  make  the  powdered 
lemonade,  but  for  lemon  candy  and  rat  ions,  ...and  to  make 
lemon  extract  for  Army  cooks,.    And  that's  why  homemakers 
aren't  finding  it  on  the  grocery  shelves,  these  days,  . 

is  there  anything  to  the  sotry  I've  heard 
that  the  Sicilians  squeeze  lemon  oil  out  of  the  peels  by 
hand? 

That's  what  they  doi    Hundreds  of  people  work  at  it. 
They  sit  in  front  of  earthenware  jars,.. and  their  only 
equipment  is  a  spoon  and  a  sponge  a  piece.    They  use  the 
spoon  to  press  the  oil  out  of  the  peel,  and  the  sponge 
to  pick  it  upi 

That  must  take  forevert 
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It  does  take  quite    a  long  tine.    But  it's  supposed  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  leraon  oils  in  the  vjorld.    Of  course, 
we  haven't  been  getting  nuch  of  that  hand-squeezed  oil... 
because  not  long  ago,  the  United  States  developed  machines  foi 
doing  the  same  job^    Tlie  machines  were  so  efficient,  we 
were  able  to  supply  all  the  lemon  oil  we  needed. 


But  now  we  need  so  much  more, 


yes,  ..and  for  that  reason,  xve  are  again  importing  some 

from  Sicily*    So  we  may  have  more  lemon  extract  during  1945. 

For  one  thing,  the  lemon  crop  here  at  home  will  be  bigger. 


AL^OUNCSR:         Most  other  fruit  flavorings  are  artificial  now-a-days  aren't 
they? 


Yes, ,  .because  of  course,  the  Armed  Forces  need  so  mutfh 
fresh  fruit,,, so  there's  not  enough  of  such  fruits  as 
raspberry,  strawberry,  and  cherry  to  make  flavor  extracts. 


ANNOUNCER: 


It  seems  to  me  that  vanilla  was  the  next  flavoring  on  our  lis" 


WA; 


That's  right.. .romatic  vanilla.. .one  of  the  more  exotic 
flavorings. 


MNOJNCER: 


What  makes  you  say  that? 


WFA: 


V.' ell, ,  .most  of  our  vanilla  usually  cones  from  the  island  of 
Madagascar,    But  since  the  war,  we've  been  getting  a  lot 
more  from.  Mexiccaf rom  the  orchid  fields  of  Mexico,  to 
be  precise. 
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AMMOUNCER:         From  the  orchid  fields  of,,, ..Oh,  now,,. you  don»t  expect 
me  to  believe  that  vanilla  comes  from  orchids. 


It's  true,  just  the  same.    In  Mexico,  hundreds  of  people 
work  in  tho  orchid  fields,  pollinating  the  flowers  by- 
hand,  so  that  they* 11  yield  the  vanilla  beans.    You  see, 
the  bees  aren't  very  fond  of  orchids, and  the  wind  isn't 
always  reliable, ,. so  that  xTieans  that  the  orchids  must  be 
carefully  pollinated,  one  by  one. 

All  right,,,!  believ  you.    Let's  go  on  from  there,  Uhat 
happens  to  the  vanilla  beans  once  they're  picked. 

Tliey're  set  on  nats  in  the  sun  to  dry.    Then  they're  sent 
to  this  country,    We  put  them  through  big  percolators. • • 
they  percolate  through  alcohol ,, .and  there's  your  vanilla, 


iiM\FCUNGER: 


And  will  supplies  of  vanilla  be  good  this  year? 


Fr.irly  good.    Shipping  from  Madagascar  has  been  hard... 
and  the  Armed  Forces  need  a  lot.,. but  with  the  big  Mexican 
crop  we'll  probably  be  getting  quite  a  bit  more  vanilla 
extract . 


ANNOUITCER: 


IFA; 


Let's  see  now,,, we've  talked  about  vanilla. . .lemon, , ,fru it 
flavorings,,.!  guess  peppermint  is  the  last  on  our  list. 

Well,  we've  been  very  short  of  peppermint  flavoring  during 
the  war.    One  reason  is  that  our  supply  used  to  come  from 
China  and  Japan.    And  war  requirements  have  been  very  large, 
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continued 


So  we've  had  to  increase  production  here  in  this  country. 
And  it's  taken  time  to  develop  a  big  enough  crop  for  our 
needs.    Peppermint  flavoring  is  widely  used  for  more  than 
food  :^lavoring,  ..most  important  of  all,  it's  used  to  make 
menthol*    And  that  was  one  reason  we  had  to  increase  our 
crop  here**. .to  have  enough  menthol  for  all  sorts  of 
medications.     But  now  another  good  neighbor,,, Bra zil,, .has 
come  to  the  rescue,,, and  started  a  big  menthol  industry, 
So.«<,more  of  our  own  crops  will  be  used  for  peppermint  food 
flavoring  from  now  on. 


AMOWCER; 


Thank  you  very  much,  }JIt, 


of  the  War 


Food  Administration  for  being  here  today.    It*s  good  to  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  many  of  the  missing 
food  flavorings,  in  one  form  or  another  are  going  where 
they're  most  needed.,, to  the  U,S. Armed  Forces,    You  have 

just  heard  Mr,      of  the  War  Food  Ad*- 

ministration. 
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